About the Council

Some of the services the Council provides

Key facts

The Council is made up of 42 councillors who represent the following political parties:
e Independent 28

e Labour 13

e  Minority Independent 4

e Save Us Now 1

The Council spent £148.1 million on providing


https://www.audit.wales/

Key facts

Blaenau Gwent County Borough has 6 (13%) of its 47 areas deemed the most deprived 10% of
areas in Wales, this is the 6th highest of the 22 unitary councils in Wales.?

Blaenau Gwent



Since the Spring of 2020, the ongoing pandemic has affected
our audit work. We recognise the huge strain on public services
and have reshaped our work programme, and found new ways
of working to reduce its impact on public bodies’ response to
COVID-19, while still meeting our statutory duties.

What we found

Audit of Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council’s 2019-20
Accounts

Each year we audit the Council’s financial statements.

For 2019-20:

o The Auditor General gave an unqualified true and fair opinion on the Council’s financial
statements on 3 March 2021.

o Whilst our audit opinion was unqualified, we have included an Emphasis of Matter
paragraph (as with all councils in Wales) as per ISA706 within our Auditor's Report.
This is in relation to material valuation uncertainties regarding the Council’s property
assets and also Pension Fund property assets, as a result of the impact of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

o The Council’s Annual Governance Statement and Narrative Report were



o In addition to the Auditor General’s responsibilities for auditing the Council’s financial
statements, he also has responsibility for the certification of a number of grant claims
and returns. Our work to date has not identified any significant issues.

o Key facts and figures from the 2019-20 financial statements can be accessed
here.

Well-being of Future Generations Examination — An
examination of ‘Improving access to, and the quality of open
spaces for the benefit of our communities, businesses and
visitors’ (October 2019)
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Local Government Studies

As well as local work at each council, each year we also carry out studies across the local
government sector to make recommendations for improving value for money. Since the last
annual improvement report we have published the following reports:

The ‘Front Door’ to Social Care (September 2019)

We considered the effectiveness of the new ‘front door’ to social care, looking specifically at
services for adults. We found that whilst councils are preventing social-care demand,
information, advice and assistance are not consistently effective. The full report can be viewed
here.

Review of Public Services Boards (October 2019)

We inspected how Public Service Boards are operating; looking at their membership, terms of


https://www.audit.wales/publication/progress-implementing-violence-against-women-domestic-abuse-a9u:
https://www.audit.wales/publication/rough-sleeping-wales-everyones-problem-no-ones-responsibility

Better Law Making (September 2020)

This report draws on five reports published between 2019 and today looking at how local
authorities are responding to the challenge of implementing new legislation. Implementation is
a complex task which needs to be fully thought through by the Welsh Government and the
Senedd whenever they bring forward and make any new legislation. The paper highlights the
difficulties faced by local authorities and their public sector partners in implementing their new
responsibilities. The full report can be viewed here.



The Auditor General is independent of government, and is appointed by Her Majesty the Queen.
The Auditor General undertakes his work using staff and other resources provided by the Wales
Audit Office, which is a statutory board established for that purpose and to monitor and advise the
Auditor General. The Wales Audit Office is held to account by the Senedd.

The Auditor General audits local government bodies in Wales, including unitary authorities, police,
probation, fire and rescue authorities, national parks and community councils. He also conducts
local government value for money studies and assesses compliance with the requirements of the
Local Government (Wales) Measure 2009.

Beyond local government, the Auditor General is the external auditor of the Welsh Government
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