
itter and Fly-tipping continues to be a blight on our  
communities. But all across the borough, 

inspirational and determined volunteers are fighting 
back BY RHYS PEARCE

Charlene Baker is a resident of Ebbw Vale and has been an 
active Blaenau Gwent Litter Champion for just over two and a 
half years. Like many of our volunteers, she is passionate about 
the local environment and strives to make a difference in her 
local community. 

Whilst browsing the BgLitterChamps hashtag on our Facebook 
page, we were astonished to see the mass of bags she had 
collected from the Manmoel Mountain Road in Ebbw Vale, also 
ƪƴƻǿ ŀǎ ¸ 5ƻƳŜƴ CŀǿǊ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ м ƻŦ о Ƙƻǘ ǎǇƻǘǎ ŦƻǊ 
Fly-ǘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ L ǇŀǘǊƻƭέΣ /ƘŀǊƭŜƴŜ 
explains.

Much ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭŜƴŜΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ Manmoel and 
just recently she collected 67 bags of rubbish, as well as other 
miscellaneous items found near-by.

MANMOEL MOUNTAIN ROAD
IN FOCUS

L άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘǊƛǾŜΣ ǎƻ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ōƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳƭƭ ōƛƎ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊǎ 

bags of rubbish from the mountainside to the roadside, ready 

ŦƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ LΩƳ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƘŜƭǇ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 

ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƛǘǘŜǊ ǇƛŎƪŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀƎǎΦέ

Whilst recalling her experiences of litter picking in the area, 
/ƘŀǊƭŜƴŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎΣ άLΩǾŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƻƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ōƭŀŎƪ ōŀƎǎ 
and polystyrene, which is heart-breaking to see. I did once help 
Ǉǳƭƭ ŀ ōŀƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǎǘǳŎƪ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ 
ǿƛƴŘǇƛǇŜΣ ōǳǘ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŦƭŜŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇŀƴƛŎέΦ

Her story is a stark and sobering reminder of the impact that 
litter and fly-tipping poses on not only the environment, but 


